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GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
GENERAL ADMI N i STRATIOhJ (ELECS. F) DEPARTMENT

lVlemo No. 1 455/Elecs.,F/20'l 0 -63, Dated.17 07.2A1A.

sub:- ts,ve-tr lections to A.p.L.A. from (12) Assembly constituencies
Poll ing and Counting Agents Seating arrangements - ECI
Direction - Regarding.

Ref:- From Ec 1., New Delhi, letter No.100/Ap-LA12010 (lnstt.),  dated
16.07:2UA.

--:o0o:--

A copy of the reference cited is communicated to the Collectors & District Election
Officers of Adilabad, Nizamabad, Karimnagar, Medak and Warangal. The Election Commission
of lndia directed that the Returning Officers of the all such constituencies with abnormal
number of candidates shall, in consultation with the Chief Electoral Officer of the State and the
Observer, so regulate the presence of poll ing agents and counting agents in the poll ing
stations and counting halls, that the interests of all candidates are properly watched. For that
purpose, the fol lowing stipulations wil l  among other things depending upon the local condit ions,
be observed:-

(i) Polling Agents and counting Agents of candidates set up by the
recognized National and State parties must be given the usual seating
arrangements at the polling station and counting centre as mentioned in
Para 11 of Chapter Xll l  and Para 12.1 of Chapter XIV of Hand Book of
Returning Officers, 2009 respectively.

( i i)  The poll ing agents and counting agents of the remaining candidates wil l
be al lowed to remain present in the poll ing station/counting hall  for a
specified pre-determined time. (eg. One hour/half), by rotation.

(iii) , The rotation chart for this purpose shall be finalized in presence of
candidates and the observer by draw of lots.

The above direction of the Commission may be brought to the notice of the R.Os
concerned and othbr election authorities concerned in the matter for their information,
guidelines and compliance. The Returning Officers shall be directed to finalise the rotation
charts for the presence of polling agents / counting agents of the contesting candidates other
than the recognized National and State Political Parties in the presence of the candidates and
the observer by draw of lots. These directions may also be given wide publicity for the benefit
of contesting candidates and their agents.

T.DAKSHINA MURTHY,
ADDL. CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER &
ADDL. SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

To .v:'
The Collectors & District Election Officers of
Adilabad, Nizamabad, Karimnagar, Medak and Warangal (w.e.)

Copv to:
The Returning off icers of 1-sirpur, 2-chennur(sC), 4-Mancherial, 15-yellareddy,
17-Nrzamabad(Urban), 20-Koratla, 22-Dharmapuri(sc), 28-Vemulawada, 2g-sircilla,
31-Huzurabad, 33-Siddipet and 105-WarangalWest Assembly Constituencies (w.e)
through D. E.Os., concerned.

// FORWARDED: BY ORDER //
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Sit ,
lamdirectedtorefer toyourD'o let terNo' -At , l$p l /10,dated15'7.?"010'

on rhe subject cited, and to state that in view of tlre abnormally higtr ttttnrber of

cofltesting candidates in constitu*ncies like 15-Yellareddy, ?0-Koratla' 79"

lJ^ s glircilla, 31-l-luzurabad and 1O5-warangal west, some special arrangen'tetrts

\tJ' "n

l t

lhJ\ f r rvagq}nl$of thosecandidatesat thepol l ingstat ionsandCount ingcerr t resprovidecl- u 
for aforementioned curtstituencies'

'1

v ,^i\u lt is a well lqnown fact that neither the polring stations nor the counting
- r  f  |  )  I

lrl , , hails wirl be so big and spacious enough to accommodate polling agents ancl

coLrrrting agents of ail the candidates. considering these Fracticar difficulties,

$ofire practical sorution has to be found out which shourd give a fair and

r$f igortableopportuni tytoal |candidatesandtheiragentstoohservethepo| l i l rg

process at the poiling stations and counting procrrs$es in the counting tra*' rt is

a$. .q: l lacceptedpr inc ip lethatanextraord inarys i tuat ionWarrar t tsan

extraorc l inaryso|ut ion 'Therefore,cer ta inspeci i l t$ tepghavetobetakento

egirrate the presence of poiling agents and counting agents in po*ing statiorrs

and counting ha||s, as far as possib|e in conformity with the law and havirrg

" regard to tlre situation'
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l-he $uprern* Csurt h*c laid dcwn in ihe case af Mahinder Singir *il lV*'

clrief Election sommissioner and athers (AlR 1974 Sc 8S1) as follcws:

"srr"lce {fle conrjucf *f afl e/ecflotts lo fhe variuus leglslaltve

brrdjps and fo fl're o#iccs of fhe FresirJenl and the Vlce-Pr$sicIFnf '$

yesf€d in Artide 3?4(1) irl fne F/ecficn cr:nlfirtssiot1, tltu ftertters of

llre consfif ulian look care fo leaving scope fcrr exeruise of resicltraty

flawer fty the comrrti,ssio n in its own right, as a creafi t* of the

Gon.SfifUfio n, in ttte infinite variely qf situations fhal lf'dy snle4#e

frrtm time tCI time rn suclt tl large denaaracy as o{lt$' Evary

(;Onfttggncy cauld nat be fore$cer?, or antitipated willr;lruc'.tstatr,

Thaf is why thure is no fiedging in Atliclc 3?4. Ttru Cr:nintrsslon

tr]fiy be requirerl fo cope wf/r sonrc siltialiort wlich may na| h$

providerl for in flie enscfed laws and the nles, That srienls lo be

raisofi tl'Etre frtr the opening c/ausc in Arlicles 3?7 artd 378 wtticlt

/eayes fhe exercrse af pawerc under Arli'cle 3?4 aperative arrl

ef{octive when rT ls reasorlably oalletl far in a vcJotr$t/s area,"

l"aking into account the totality of the situation, the Election Conrnrissiorr,

in exercise of it* powers under Arlicle 324 of the Constitution arrd lravirrg regard

to the provisions of sections 20, 24 and 46 ts 51 of the Representation of the

F'eople Act, 1951 and rules 13, 14 and 52 of the Conduct of Elections Rules,

1561, hereby directs that the Returning Officers of the all such constituertt:ies

with abnormal nuntber of candidate+ shall, in consultation with the Chief
[ilectorat Officer of the $tate and the ohserver, so regulate the preserrce of
pOlllng agents and counting agent$ in the polling stations airrl uuuntirrg halls,
that the interests ot all candidates are properly watched. For that purpose, the
lollowirrg stipulattons will among other things depending upon the local
corrditiolrs, be observed :-

(i) Polling agents and counring agehts of candidater; set up by ttre
recogn izedNat iona landsta tepar t ie$mustbeg lventheusua l

seating arrangetrents at the polling sitation and counting centre as 
i

meniioned in Fara 11 of chapter xlll and para 12.1 al chapter xtv i

ofHandBoolcofHeturningoff icers,2009respective|y'
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(ii) The polling agents 
:no . 

c*rrntinq irg*nts cf the remaining

candidates will be allowed t0 remain prerent irr the potling

g|af i r jn lc0unt inghal| for*np*, i t i*dprtr-determinedi i rne.(eg.one

hor.rrl half), hy rotati*n' finalized in presertqe sf

The 'ot*tion'*hart for this purpuse will be '
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;J ;:::::ll;:-:, *uu be brousht to rhe

notice of the Returning officers and other trlection authorities concertred

in the matter for their infarmation' guidelines; ancl compliartce'

ThesecJirect ionsmayalson*giu*nwidepubi ic i ty for ihebenef i tof

candidates and their agents"
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